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Word Cloud Activity

What words do you associate 
with women, veterans, and 

STEM identity?

pollev.com/julieshank565



What are the education pathways into STEM 

for women veterans?



Educational Pathways to 
STEM Careers



Veterans and STEM Education

● Prior learning and training: military training; prior learning 

assessment

● Credentialing/Certification: “the process by which a non-

governmental agency or association grants recognition of competence 

to an individual who has met predetermined qualifications specified 

by that agency or association” (National Organization for Competency 

Assurance, 2020).

● Internships: Naval Research Enterprise Internship Program (NREIP); 

Science, Mathematics & Research for Transformation (SMART)





How and when do women veterans develop a 

STEM identity?



STEM Interest and Identity Development

(Lent et al., 1994)



STEM Interest and Identity Development

(Hazari et al., 2010)



What ongoing support is required to retain 

women veterans pursuing STEM degrees?



Veterans and STEM Education

● Who are your women veterans?

● Women veteran population: 

○ 17.5% of military (Military One Source, 2017)

○ 10.5% of veterans in 2020, expected to grow to 16% by 

2040 (Department of Veterans Affairs, 2017)

○ 20% of student veterans (Cate et al., 2017)

● Peer activities: Women veterans often don’t participate



What services are available to aid women 

veterans moving from STEM education into 

the STEM workforce?





Hot off the Press!

bit.ly/STEMeducationWP



Opening up a dialogue



Q & A



Keep in touch!
@WomenVetsSTEM

bit.ly/WomenVetsSTEMnewsletter

WomenVetsSTEM.edc.org


